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10. Culture and practice of developing single purpose regulation without regard for unintended impacts (and secondary and tertiary impacts) on other state goals and lack of integrated state policy.

9. Environmental policies that make it more expensive and time consuming to build in service centers and growth areas (or their surrogates
) than in green fields.

8. General purpose school aid formulas that penalize service centers because the formula is so significantly influenced by valuation, rather than tax burden, particularly when schools in centers should be neighborhood based (at least the elementary schools) and generally viewed by homeowners as the “best” in the region.

7. Sewer and other utility extensions outside of service centers and designated growth areas (or their surrogates).

6. Housing subsidies outside of service centers and designated growth areas (or their surrogates).

5. Lack of integrated, coordinated state spending, particularly for capital investments and discretionary grants.
 

4. Cumulative tax policies that place higher burdens on Regional Service Centers than surrounding towns.

3. Dedication of school construction funds for suburbanizing areas to meet shifts in school enrollment from centers.  In addition, some of the specific school construction regulations themselves. 

2. Funding roadway construction and improvements that makes it easier (i.e., faster) for folks to live in suburbanizing areas and to commute to job centers.

1.    Funding economic development projects, Pine Tree Zones, BETR Program, etc. outside of service centers and designated growth areas (or their surrogates).

� Surrogates for designated growth areas, as defined in statute, are sewered areas, census-designated places, and areas within MDOT urban compact areas.


� Massachusetts has created a Super Commissioner to oversee their equivalent of DEP, DOT, Dept of Energy, and DECD, thereby helping to ensure coordinated spending, instead of spending at cross purposes.  Doug Foy, the former Director of CLF, is that Super Commissioner and claims it will make a huge difference not only in development patterns, affordable housing, etc, but its also spending money much more wisely.








